
In the Tibetan world, two important events took place this year: First, the US Government passed the 
Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act (RATA)  which is based on the diplomatic principle of reciprocity, which calls 
on countries to give equal rights to one another's citizens. ... Although Chinese citizens travel freely 
throughout the US, Chinese authorities severely restrict Americans' ability to access Tibet. 

According to the International Campaign for Tibet based out of Washington DC, “ The Reciprocal Access 
to Tibet Act is now law, signifying a more vigorous interest by the United States in Tibet and the Tibetan 
people.” 

At this time we don’t know how the Chinese authorities will respond to this Act in the long term,  but 
hopefully, it does mean that now Tibetan Americans like yours truly stand a better chance of getting access 
to Tibet. I know I’m getting way ahead of myself here but already there is dreams of a Footsteps of the 
Buddha Tour that ends up in Lhasa, Tibet!  

Second, the Voice of Tibet (VOA)  reported in December that a young Tibetan man set himself on fire 
outside a district security office in China's Sichuan province earlier this month, chanting, "Long Live His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama! Free Tibet!"  

Tibetan sources say the man, Drugkho, is about 22 years old, and is believed to still be alive, but his 
whereabouts and his condition remain unclear. He is the latest Tibetan to attempt to self-immolate over 
repressive Chinese policies in Tibet. Local sources said the incident occurred near the Ngaba District 
security office, but details were scarce. 

WHY YOUR SUPPORT IS SO CRITICAL 



From a Tibetan perspective, the despair is that the above news around Tibet is not even a blip on the 
global news radar. I don’t think many would have heard about Drugkho’s courage and sacrifice. I even 
doubt if many have heard of RATA.  

In the midst of this desert of apathy, I’m grateful for pockets of awareness. I’m grateful for the oasis of 
support from our circle of TCEF sponsors and supporters. You give more than your sponsorship dollars.  
You give hope. You send the message that the world still cares for Tibet and Tibetan culture. And right 
now, that is critical because hope is a scarce commodity for Tibetans in the struggle to preserve their 
identity and culture.  

  

With your help, in 2018 TCEF was able to achieve the following:  

• Help educate 100 Tibetan, Himalayan and other needy students 

• Offer scholarships to 4 college students 

• Increase our Elder Sponsorship Program to now support over 100 Tibetan elders  

• Procure funding for long over due  Kyitsel-ling staff housing  

• Procure funding for repairs and renovations at TNMF School to impact 200 students 

• Start fundraising campaign to bring the internet and computer to Tibetan classrooms. Over the 
years this project has the potential to impact thousands of Tibetan students.  

• Facilitated close access to TCEF program sites, Tibetan and Buddhist culture through the 
Footsteps of the Buddha Tour to a dozen tour members  

• Fund the salary of a star teacher at the Tibetan Nehru Memorial Foundation School, Clement Town  

PROGRAM SERVICE ACHIEVEMENTS 2018



 
At TCEF, we feel strongly it is high time we bring the Internet and Communication 
Technologies (ICT) into Tibetan classrooms in exile. 

This year we began work to partner with select schools to implement this program. 
Participating schools will commit to this program, offer relevant training to teachers, 
explore available Open Education Resources (OERs)  and procure ‘smart classroom’ 
software developed specifically for the curriculum taught in the Tibetan schools in 
exile.  

TCEF’s role will be to help build the ICT infrastructure in the schools - procuring lap 
tops, tablets, internet access, projectors, printers and digital cameras.  

This fall  our fundraising campaign was focused on this project. 85 people responded 
to our appeal for a total of $11,450. We are truly grateful to everyone who contributed. 
Special thanks to the following for donations of $1000 or above:  

Jennifer Prugh  
Scott Belair   
Whitney Spagnola  

We truly believe that an investment in the internet and computer infrastructure is the 
way forward for quality in Tibetan education in exile and in the years ahead will 
continue to fundraise for this program. 

BRINGING THE INTERNET AND COMPUTERS INTO TIBETAN CLASSROOMS



 
Thanks to your support we had another great sponsorship year. Following the passing 
away of the late Ven.Ngawang Chojor, we had stopped doing the sand mandala tours. 
That impacted our sponsorship numbers in 2015 and 2016. The following year we 
started our focused sponsorship campaigns during the Holiday Season with 
encouraging results. The same trend continued in 2018 when we were able to make 
more than 60 new sponsorship connections.  

Huge gratitude to everyone who supports this program. A special shout out to Jennifer 
Prugh and her circle of contacts at Breathe Together Yoga who have been at the 
forefront of this program.  

With the sponsorship program, we were able to support the education of over 100 
Tibetan, Himalayan and other children in need 

With the elders program, we now support over 100 Tibetan elders scattered in Tibetan 
communities in India.  

We reached the landmark of over 800 sponsorships since we started tracking our 
sponsorship numbers. 

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAMS

0

20

40

60

80

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017

New Sponsorships 2001 to 2018 

NOTHING TRANSFORMS THE LIVES OF TIBETANS LIKE EDUCATION 



The Footsteps of the Buddha Tour  
took a group of Montanans-mostly  
 TCEF sponsors and supporters on 
an incredible journey into the heart 
of Buddhist India.  

Our journey began with a visit to 
Kyitsel-ling Tibetan Children's 
Education Center ( Kyitsel-ling) - the 
educational hostel that TCEF helped 
to found over 20 years ago. Here we 
took part in the institution's 20th 
Anniversary Celebrations 
highlighted by an incredible evening 
of cultural dance performances and 
yoga demonstrations by the Kyitsel-
ling children.  

Several sponsors made emotional 
heart warming connections with their sponsored children and elders. While the children 
and elders were delighted to receive generous gifts, the sponsors were touched to 
meet their sponsored persons, to 
shake hands, to hug and make heart 
connections.  

The tour then took us into the 
footsteps of the Buddha - Sarnath- 
where he gave his first teachings, 
Bodh Gaya- where he received 
Enlightenment, Kushinagar - where 
he passed away and Lumbini - where 
he was born. In between, we also 
visited Rajgir where the Buddha gave 
some of his most important teachings  
Including the Heart Sutra, Nalanda - the ancient seat of Buddhist learning and wisdom 
for over a thousand years and Shravasti, where the Buddha spent 24 summer retreats.  
By the time we were in Nepal for an optional add on,  we had visited more monasteries 
and monuments than any of us ever imagined. We may have had reached our 
saturation point at this time. But all of us are grateful for the experience, grateful for 
the time together and hopefully this tour has helped us to learn and to grow. 

FOOTSTEPS OF THE BUDDHA TOUR 

At Sarnath where the Buddha gave his first teaching 

Special thanks to Raj Madaan & MultiVision Tours for excellent arrangements at all places 



1.Kyitsel-ling Tibetan Children’s Education Center, N. India is the education hostel that 
TCEF helped to found. Over the past twenty years it has served hundreds of Tibetan, 
Himalayan and other children in need. We’ve always been proud of the educational 
and recreational facilities that Kyitsel-ling was able to offer to the children.  

The one glaring need was housing for the hard working and dedicated staff - some of 
whom had served the institution from the very beginning. Thanks to the generosity of a 
few TCEF donors, a project to provide housing for Kyitsel-ling staff is now underway.  

2.The Teacher Sponsorship Program continues for yet another year. This project funds 
the salary of a star teacher at the Tibetan Nehru Memorial Foundation School, Clement 
Town.  The school has repeatedly conveyed how useful this funding continues to be.  

      
  3.Inspired by the visible difference of the Science lab remodel project, TCEF board 
member Jennifer Prugh committed to help repair and renovate all the classrooms at 
the Clement Town school. This is a major project involving the repairs over 20 
classrooms. Funds have already been sent and work will begin in 2019.  

  

SPECIAL PROJECT 2018  

Special gratitude to Ann Down and Michael Willing for 
major funding for this project  

Special gratitude to Jamie Harmon & Kelly Cline for 
continued funding for this project 

Special gratitude to Jennifer Prugh and Breathe Together 
Yoga for funding this project 



1.TCEF board members VJ Supera, Wintersong Safronoff, Melanie Trost and Dave Andersen 
visited Kyitsel-ling and the Tibetan community at Clement Town along with several other TCEF 

sponsors. The Kyitsel-ling 
children presented a colorful 
concert of Tibetan song and 
dances to the visitors and 
presented gratitude 
mementos to TCEF founders.   

Sponsors made emotional 
connections with sponsored 
children and elders. These 
connections were the 
highlight of the Footsteps of 
Buddha tour in 2018  

2. Karma’s visit to Sambhota Tibetan Schools 
  
The Sambhota Tibetan Schools Society,Dharamsala 
runs many of the Tibetan schools in exile. TCEF has 
funded projects for this organization and also 
sponsors the education of many children in 
Sambhota Tibetan schools. This year TCEF, 
Executive Director, Karma Tensum visited Sambhota 
schools at Chauntra and Paonta, both in the Indian 
state of Himachal Pradesh. From there he sent 
direct updates on sponsored children to their 
sponsors.  

3.Jennifer Prugh’s visit to Clement Town   
TCEF board member Jennifer Prugh along with sponsor 
and donor Dori Garfield visited Clement Town in 
November. They also inspected the Science lab project 
and inspired by the changes Jennifer Prugh is now 
sponsoring repairs in all classrooms in the school there!  

VISITS TO PROGRAM SITES IN INDIA  

Dori Garfield with sponsored college student 
Mamta Kumari 

2018 TCEF PARTNERS  

Kyitsel-ling Tibetan Children’s 
Education Center, Clement Town 

Sambhota Tibetan Schools 
Society,Dharamsala 



 

 

TCEF FINANCES 2018 

SUMMARY 

• We had another good sponsorship year 
and were able to increase our support to 
the children and the elders. 

• Special programs include work on the 
Kyitsel-ling Staff Housing Project, the 
Internet and Computer Project and the 
Teacher Sponsorship Program. In the 
years ahead we hope to continue our 
efforts to bring the internet and 
computers to more Tibetan schools. We 
believe this is the way forward to ensure 
quality in Tibetan schools in exile.  

• This year marks the beginning of TCEF 
cultural tours to India and Nepal. We’ve 
made a small beginning and hopefully 
can continue to share the Tibetan culture 
with more of our sponsors and supporters 
in the years to come 

• In 2018 TCEF spent over $150,000 on our 
programs to help Tibetan elders, provide 
education access to children and raise 
awareness of Tibetan culture 

 India Supera, President   Jennifer Prugh  
 Roy Andes, Secretary    Sara Tellman Veloz 
 V J Supera      Carina Wilmot 
 Crystal Water     Jane Amdahl 
 Roberta Anderson    Dave Andersen 
 Wintersong Safronoff    Melanie Trost  
 Jane Wieland     Emma Wieland 

                              Karma Tensum - Executive Director     

TCEF STAFF 
& BOARD 

OF 
DIRECTORS 
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In Appreciation
Our work is possible only with your support. For TCEF, this is not a 
cliche, just a simple truth. Huge gratitude to everyone who support our 
work. 

 Donors over $1000 
Ann Down  
Michael Willing  
Mary Jane Davidson 
Karen Davidson 
Jennifer Prugh 
Jamie Harmon & 
Kelly Cline  
Otten Foundation 
Herbert Hevener 
Carol Ammons 
Crystal Water   
Dr.Thomas Frentz 
Gail Mahnke 
Janice Lowen  
Dori Garfield  
Mary Mosham 
Frances Kinkade 
Whitney Spagnola 
Scott Belair  
Adrain & Constance Heidenreich 
Dave & Judy Paton  
Jane Amdahl 
Patricia Mertens 
Gary Sanders 
Deirdre Breen & Tom Kelly 
Dave Andersen 
Tshering Doma Shakya 
Jane Easton 
Bill Staack 
Rich & Jackie Boberg 
Janet & Ross Kimmerle 
Tim J Carney  
Sabine Trammell 
Joan Marks  
Dr.Mark Ibsen 
Melanie Trost  
Tessa Wilcox 
Dr.Vicki Chapman & Dugan  

New Sponsorships in 2018  
Sarah Barnes 
Mary Jane Davidson 
Lynne Burkhardt 
Gail Mahnke  
Judy Judge 
Steve Olson 
Eva Alexander 
Joanie Taylor  
Janice Lowen  
Gary & Gloria  Dorcheus  
Dr.Thomas Frentz 
Carol Ammons 
Clara Dominguez 
Nancy Rudolf 
Shiv Gettu 
Kaley McCumber 
Jennifer LaBreche 
Jennifer Prugh  
Janine Ramonda 
Michael Fraser 
Anne Nguyen 
Leslie Germaine 
Diana Weiss 
Jennifer Dong 
Jane Easton  
Aretha Blivens 
Tessa Wilcox 
Jennifer Daly  
Anne Goodall  
Vanessa Brown 
Maricar Knize 
Priyanka Minglani 
Thomas Ziegler 
Jane Amdahl 
Eileen Danaher 
Mary Mosham  
Del & Nancy Eberhardt 
Zita Xavier  

Ann Down 
Gay Herrington 
Joan Marks 
Vicki Chapman 
Paulette Sato 
Patricia Mertens 
Melissa Bader Ryan 

Annual Bollywood Fundraiser 

Performing Artists:  
Prashant Kakad, Britney Newton & 
Dancers from Bollywood Dreams 

Event Sponsors: 
Quality Inn, Helena 
Feathered Pipe Foundation, 
Helena 
Asia Garden Restaurant, Butte 
Real Food Market & Deli, Helena,   

Live Auction Item Donors: 
India Supera  
Gendun Sangmo  
Ishinder Kaur 
Wintersong Safronoff 

Silent Auction:  
Wintersong Safronoff, Roberta 
Anderson, Jane Amdahl and all 
donors 

Photo Booth: Jeff VanTine  

Reina Ishibashi and all other 
volunteers from Carroll College 

2018



 How You Can Help TCEF in 2019 
1.Host a TCEF event 

Hosting a TCEF event is one of the most significant ways to help. A 
TCEF event can be whatever you want it to be - often it is small 
intimate gatherings of a few friends and family members all wanting 
to do some good OR we can get help and make it bigger and more 
attractive - feature a Tibetan artist, create a sand mandala, show a 
Tibetan movie or anything else that you think might be fun! Any 
TCEF event, no matter how ever small has the potential to benefit 
many Tibetans. In partnership with TCEF, you can really make a 
difference. So this year, if you’re  able to help, please contact me 
karma@tibetchild.org. I promise to follow all leads. 

2. Sponsor the education of a Tibetan child  

Nothing transforms the lives of Tibetan and Himalayan children like 
education. TCEF’s sponsorship program offers education access to 
the poorest segments of Tibetan and Himalayan children. For $45 a 
month you can really change someone’s life.  

For more information on sponsoring the education of a child: https://
www.tibetchild.org/become-a-sponsor/sponsor-a-child/ 

3. Sponsor a Tibetan Elder  

The sponsorship of Tibetan elders is a priority this year. We have 
many elders waiting for help, waiting for someone’s compassion and 
generosity. Many of these elders are former monks, nuns or people 
who have no family and now really need some support in old age. 
Others are battling severe health issues with no insurance. For $35 a 
month, you can make a huge difference to a Tibetan elder.  

Form more information on sponsoring a Tibetan elder: https://
www.tibetchild.org/become-a-sponsor/sponsor-an-elder/ 

4. Help bring the internet and computers into Tibetan classrooms 

TCEF believes that bringing the internet and computer related 
educational technologies is the way forward for Tibetan education in 
exile. Over the next several years, we will make efforts to help select 
Tibetan schools build needed infrastructure - procuring lap tops, 
tablets, internet access, projectors, printers and digital cameras. 
Aside from funds, donations of used lap tops and tablets in good 
condition are also requested.  

For more information on this project: https://www.tibetchild.org/
bringing-the-internet-into-tibetan-classrooms/ 

Mary Jane Davidson with Gensang 

Mary Jane Davidson was a very special 
friend of TCEF. She started her 
association  as a sponsor of a Tibetan 
elder, gradually increased her friendship 
and support and ended up being one of 
our biggest and most generous donors. 
TCEF owes our small Stock portfolio 
solely to the generosity of the late Mary 
Jane Davidson and her daughter Karen.  

Mary Jane was an inspiration to our work. 
She believed that TCEF was doing 
important work and gave with generosity 
and sincerity. She also loved Tibetans and 
the Tibetan culture. She loved TCEF 
activities and has never missed one of 
our annual Bollywood events in Helena. 
At 90 plus, she will certainly be our 
most senior Bollywood event guest 
for many years to come. We loved 
her, loved having her and her family 
at our events. We will remember her 
with gratitude

Remembering Mary Jane 
Davidson  
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